
Step-by-Step Instructions 

1. Frontend: Create the HTML Interface 

 Open Notepad++ or any other editor 

 In Notepad++, open: explain-translations_pie-nl.html (in the HTML folder) 

 Replace "Header", "Title A", "Title B", and "Title C" with your own (e.g., "Fractions" 

and "Here's a pie chart of a fraction") 

 

 

 

 Replace "Some text" in each step with your own (e.g., "Pie charts show fractions as") 

  

 Replace "option 1,option 2, option 3, option 4" in each step’s dropdown menu with your 

own (e.g., "different fractions,the same fraction") 

  

 If necessary, copy and paste existing components into the text. Replace component id’s 

by a new unique name (e.g., change "question1_answer" to "question1_answer2") 



 Replace "filename.png" for the left and the right picture with your own image names 

(e.g., "pie.png") 

  

  

2. Backend: Create the CTAT file for grading and feedback functions 

 Download and install Cognitive Tutor Authoring Tools (CTAT): 

http://ctat.pact.cs.cmu.edu/ 

 In CTAT, open: explain-translations_template.brd (in the BRDs folder) 

 Launch the interface:  

o File - Launch Interface 

 

o Select your HTML file (e.g., explain-translations_template.html) 

 Set CTAT to demonstrate mode 
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o Upload the zip file with your problem files (e.g., "explain-translations_pie-nl.zip"; 

make sure the folder organization is the same) 

 Create your problem 

o In the Menu on the upper left, click on "Problems" 

o On the bottom right, click on "New Problem" 

o Fill in the Problem Name 

o Under Package, select your package name (this is the name of the main folder in 

your zip file, e.g., "explain-translations_pie-nl") 

o Under Problem File, select your CTAT file (e.g., "explain-translations_pie-

nl.brd") 

o Under Student Interface, select your HTML file (e.g., "explain-translations_pie-

nl.html") 

o On the bottom right, click on "Create" 

 Add your problem to a problem set 

o In the Menu on the upper left, click on "Problem Sets" 

o On the bottom right, click on "New Problem Set" 

o Fill in the Problem Name 

o Under Package, select your package name (this is the name of the main folder in 

your zip file, e.g., "explain-translations_pie-nl") 

o Go into the Problems tab  

o On the bottom right, click on "Add Problems" 

o Select your problem from the list and click "Add" on the bottom right 

 Test your problem set 

o In the Menu on the upper left, click on "Problem Sets" 

o Type the name of your problem set in the search field 



o Click on the green arrow on the right to run it 


